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Diocesan Commission for Liturgy  

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

Before Entrance Procession  

Introduction 

Dear friends in Jesus Christ, today we celebrate the institution of the greatest Sacrament, the 

Most Holy Eucharist. Today we also celebrate the institution of the Christian priesthood to 

perpetuate the Eucharist for us and to give us spiritual help. Today, therefore, is a day of great 

rejoicing and thanksgiving. This Thursday is unique in the liturgical year.  

Today‟s Liturgy has three main themes: the Eucharist, the Ministerial Priesthood, and Fraternal 

Love in the Christian community. The mandate given by the Lord, “Do this in memory of me,” is 

the reason for our celebration of the Eucharist.  

The Eucharistic celebration is made possible in the community through the priestly ministry. The 

Lord‟s command to do likewise, for the Son of man has come not to be served but to serve and to 

give his life as a ransom for many. Today we rejoice in these great gifts of God - the Eucharist, 

the Church and the Priesthood, and give thanks to God for them. To welcome the celebrant let us 

all stand and sing the hymn...  

Before First Reading  

FIRST READING:  

Today‟s first reading taken from Exodus 12:1-8; 11-14, in this reading we have God‟s instruction 

to Moses regarding the celebration of the paschal meal, which prefigures the Eucharist. Let us 

reflectively listen to the first reading.  

Before Second Reading  

SECOND READING: 

Second reading from the first letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians 11:23-26, St. Paul narrates the 

event of the Last Supper of the Lord. Every time we gather for the Mass, we are re-enacting the 

same Supper of the Lord. Let us attentively listen to the reading.  

Before Gospel Acclamation  

GOSPEL READING: Gospel according to John 13:1-15, Jesus gives the new commandment of 

love after washing the feet of his disciples. The Lord is going to proclaim his Word to us let us 

concentrate on the reading while it is being proclaimed. Now, let us stand and sing the praises of 

God by singing the gospel acclamation.  
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After Homily  

Washing of the Feet: Sign of Jesus’ self-emptying love 

During the Last Supper, Jesus washed the feet of his disciples. Through this symbolic act he 

teaches us that he has come not to be served, but to serve. Washing the feet of his disciples is a 

loving, exemplary and a purifying act. It is the sign of unconditional and self-emptying love of 

God for us in Jesus.  

Washing reminds us of our baptism so that we may participate into his death and resurrection. 

We are called to imitate the action of Jesus, washing the feet and be of service to one another. 

Now, the celebrant will take off his vestment and tie a towel around his waist and wash the feet 

of the twelve persons chosen, as a sign of service to his brethren. Let us participate by singing 

the hymn...  

Before Eucharistic Prayer/Preface  

The Eucharist: Sign of Jesus’ abiding love and presence  

At the Last Supper, Jesus gave us his own body and blood through the symbolic means of the 

bread and wine. This symbolic self-gift of Jesus was completed and actualised by his death on 

the cross for our sake. The Eucharist is a constant reminder of the great sacrifice of Jesus on the 

cross. Eucharist is the source of Christian life, as we participate in this Mass, may this Eucharist 

inspire us to break ourselves and share our goodness with others.  

Priests: Representatives of Jesus in the Church 

Today we remember with gratitude the institution of the priesthood by Jesus at the Last Supper. 

When Jesus said to his apostles, „Do this in memory of me,‟ he wanted his apostles and their 

successors to perpetuate his memory and his ministry. It is Jesus himself, who extends his love 

and life through the pastoral ministry of the priests in the Church.  

Priests are symbolic representatives of Jesus, and when they carry out their ministry in fidelity to 

Christ, it is Jesus himself who is made available and experiential to us. Today we recollect what 

God has done for us in Christ, God‟s love compels us to love him in return, to express our love 

and gratitude through various signs and symbols.  

After Post Communion Prayer  

Eucharistic Adoration  

The celebrant will incense the Eucharist and then the Eucharist will be taken in procession to the 

altar of repose and will be kept in closed tabernacle for adoration. We shall remain in prayer and 

prolonged adoration of the wondrous sacrament instituted by Jesus on this day.  


